ASK THE CAREER ENGINEER!
Francina R. Harrison, MSW

Q: I am a junior in college, business major, and have begun my career search. Some of my
peers have said that I should start later and just use the college career service, that’s their job to
find us jobs upon graduation. I am still not sure what areas of business I want to go into,
however, I don’t think I should wait until senior year. Am I on the right track and what should I
do to help find my “niche?” Barbara S. (Virginia)

A: Barbara, you are on the right track! In fact, I would suggest college students start as early
as their sophomore year in terms of researching companies, occupations, and job titles within
their major. Your friends are right in one respect; use your career services office. Make yourself
very familiar with their services, workshops, summer opportunities, internships and college
sponsored job fairs. However; your employment is your responsibility, so do make it a priority.
In terms of finding your niche, you majored in “business” for a reason — something about that
industry struck a chord with you. Probe that a little more and then think about your
interest/hobbies. Find a way to combine your college training and hobbies/interest for the right
career path for you. Business is very broad and I am sure that you can find what area you fit in.

Also, consider going on informational interviews with persons in your field. Ask your professors
or adjunct instructors to suggest some professionals in the area who are open to informational
interviews. I suggest you find 3 professionals in the business settings that may interest you (or
settings that you know nothing about) and ask them the following questions:

1. What’s the latest trend in the industry (where is it growing)?

2. What does it take to be successful in this setting?

3. What are the three most important characteristics a job seeker should have in this
field?

4. What areas should you not go into within this setting?

5. What characteristics would not make you successful in this industry?

6. How is technology affecting the industry?

7. If they could do it all over again, what would they do the same or different?

You will find that using these suggestions will give you a heads up in your job search before
graduation. Good Luck!
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